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pathological correlations tl~d any v.J.r:'iations .L'rom the Gxpacted pattarn which
mar occur in Thail~ld. Pati~nt selection for liver ~iopsy is being done ~~
the pediatriGians ancL internists of Vajil~a and Siriraj ~=ospitals. 'rhe labora-
tory studies being done a.l~e~ hemogram; co~':1Ulation t;)sts; liver furlction
tests; includinb bilil~ubin, total proteins, electrOl)horesis arld tr,_tnsaminase
and antibody titers ~'or leptospii~:~, den'.ue Vil~S, chikungunya,virus and
ricke-i:,tsia. Data from tha clinical :-listory, p:-r,7sicdl findil1gs a..nd hospital
course ai~e being recorded on a mast~r shaet IOl~ each ~Jatient. '£he program has
been in operation i'or one month and ~pproximate17 ei;hteen liver biopsies have
been obtained. l'lo conclusions can be dl~a,m at this time.
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correlations anl any va::'i..l.tions from .the o-:cp'3ctad pat.tGrn, wInch occur in
;fhailand. In Thailan..:.. whGl':: hepat.i tis occurs ;:~,lelrdca.lly, c.:!ses wi -~h atypical
pathologic features are ';:re;.;~uently e11countered. ihe £'aatures of hepatitis in
dif'fel1en-(, geogrclpl'lical a:C1sas should De in-vestigated .lith two rae-tors being con-
sidered. ...~il'st, t11.:.~t t~'l:; infectious ag;ent in vclriol.lS dI'3aS even though closely
relat,ed might be slightly di.::'i'3rent, ant: se'::o!ld th:it the host responses may be
alter3d by racial ~haract3rist,ics, or cry pr9-3:-dsting concli-tions in the host,
such as the nutritional sta-c,u.s, genetic factors 01' parasi-cic infestations.
'rhe study will fill in our lcl'JowledLe abO1.lt viral ~1epatitis in South 3ast Asia
anG. '-Till complemen-'c similar s.t.u':~ies, bei:'1g ,lone in otl'ler Pd.:;:-"t,s of the world.

DescriQt~qJl: '.co accoi,.plisll this stuuy a centl~d re.:,istr'l .a.na. histopathologi-
cal laborato~l to ~andle -Ghe collection of" material, clinical records ~tnQ
laboratory rscords and 9rocessing 01 tissue" has been established at the ~i~'ir~j
Hospital Patl1o10[;j" Department. £11e clinical .3.nd labol~ai:.or:-f data and follow
up data are being put on special forIils :i:or ready rel'el~e11c;3. Patient s~lection
i'or the liver biopsies is being done by the internists 3.111 ~)edi8.tricia.ns of
Siril'aj anti Vajira 1iospitdls, anJ the bio~)sies are being l)erforlued ~J them Ol~
their stalls. Soria.}. biopsi3S aCCOil1;?lniecl by sel~ial livCl' fu-Ylction "t,asts are
being obt,3,ined, circumstz.nc3s perr.utGi:1g. '£he blood. for labora-GO~1 studies is
bein[c collecteu by -~ha stai';: .-i.n,d. t118 chemical Q9tariJina"tions cll~e being done at
both Siriraj an,i the S,~~~fO Me~ica1 Reseal~ch Laboratol?

'rl1e .:;.p~}e11dec1 clinical ,.:tl1J labo:,atory l)l~O.tocol shZiJt lis.t.s tl1z Id.bord.:t.o~
stu-;;;lies ivhich are b3).ng lone. Pa.ire~l sera are bei:.1; obtained for antibody
titers.

To assure '~hat a~e~ua.Ge cJ_inical history and sigl1ificant data L'rom the
physical e:"{a.mina-'uioll ilL'lC:. hos1)i Gal ~ourse is oht..;.inel, a res8arch fellow and
his assist.:mt are visil:.ing -the hOS'_ll t~s daily GO b3 sure that the pro.t,ocols
are completed ih jetail.

It is eA-pectad that ap-.r'o::d111ately 5JJ liv:3J.~ biopsies may be available from
Siriraj Hospital and that a}pro~dmately 250 biopsies may be obt~ine(l from
Vajira Hospital. 111 ~.~ditioC1} it is ;)l;llli!sd to study ap)1~07..imiltely 60 autop-
sies that are e:;{pectecl ,;1n!1~ly on patients wi::.h liver ,lis3i.1Se at Siriraj
Hospital. Liver biopsy s~)9ciraei1s wl~enav'3r possible, will be fiJ:ed for electron
microscopy and 'iuei~ched for i~,:lli~ofluorascen.G s"Gudias. Rol~tinely,hemoto~lin
and eosin, iron an~l reGiculur:1 st,rlns ",ill be lone. ,,"or the analysis, datc.~ on
each case will be stored in uniform fashion in ~~ indexed case regist~. A
parallel file will be kep-G 0';:' the microscopic slides and any photo[,raphs or
other specimens obtained from the paJcient. fhe data fro~ 'these f.'lles ';fill be
transfe:;.~red to do pUilch car..l S'fs.Gem.
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~~~ ;l'1G project has bJ8n fllnctioning for' 'one mon-l:.h and ,:;..;!proximately
18 liver bioi)sies h",ve baan ojc,ained. iil Jc,J1is period. SeT':;. .::'rom tl'1ese pa-;:'ients
have been sc,ored in a. r,linU5 85°C fraezer u.'1't.il 't:.ha BioCJ13:.1istIYj" la.bora't"orics
at t11e 6~~l'O Laboratory are r,llly functio11a1.

§.m:m~~c::.~c_~1l§j,9~~ ~ ""'"' ,,"'.; '01 .'" do!- .:- '; ; S '.L 1., me;'Vi:>P-," ~ v u, ,
~'J:o CO::1cJ.us.ions

516


